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Taiwan’s 2024 Election: A Divided
Government

* Presidential & Legislative elections held in early 2024
* DPP retained the presidency (William Lai elected)
* KMT + TPP gained majority seats in the Legislative Yuan

* Result: Divided government — executive and legislature controlled by
opposing camps

* Policy-making becomes highly contentious and polarized
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The Bluebird Movement: Citizens Defending
Democracy

 Erupted in May 2024 over controversial parliamentary reform bills

* Opposition pushed bills expanding legislative power
- included a “contempt of parliament” offense

* Critics feared threats to separation of powers
* Tens of thousands protested outside the parliament

* The movement’s name originated from the May 24 rally.
Protesters used “Bluebird © instead of “Qingdao,” the name of the
street near parliament,to avoid algorithmic suppression on social
media.
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2025-2026 Budget Controversy: Power
Struggle in Parliament

 Late 2025 - Early 2026: massive budget dispute in the legislature

* Parliament cut NT$207.6 billion (= 6.6% of total budget)

* Cuts affected defense, diplomacy, culture, welfare sectors

* Opposition said: “saving taxpayers’ money”

* Government warned: “cuts threaten national operations”

* Premier called it “a suicidal budget cut” and sought reconsideration

* Debate raised questions about procedural justice and democratic
stability
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This Lawmakers said,

They cut it because the budget item
included the words “Taiwan Pop,”
which they saw as forcing a cultural
identity.
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This Lawmakers said,

They argued that drinks in vending
machines often expire, so they cut
10% of that ministry’s administrative
budget.
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This Lawmakers said,

The opposition is about to cut all
subsidies for public television.
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Key Results of the Project

Immediate Impact

« Enable public access to complete, original documents
— closer to the truth

Follow-up

« Built on the core dataset to produce in-depth reports tracking the issue
Ongoing Work

. Automating analysis workflow for historical and future proposals

. Building tools for civic groups and public engagement



Immediate Impact: Closer to Truth

e Public access to all original documents
e Quickly dispel misinformation and rumors

e Empower citizens to fact-check beyond political bias



Follow-up:
In-depth Reporting Without Relying on Official
Numbers

e Built on the core dataset to produce in-depth tracking reports
e The official unable to provide a concrete number

e Simulate calculations based on complete dataset — reveal
core “math problem”



Ongoing Work:
Create low-manual-effort workflows for budget oversight

e Feedback from budget researchers & civic groups — data
too hard to obtain

e Lack of historical data hinders evidence-based claims

e Provide civic groups tools to monitor congress
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e Simple data import: extract proposals from meeting records in two steps
(paste URL, type “y")



Ongoing Work:

Create low-manual-effort workflows for budget

oversight
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Ongoing Work:

e Use Data Visualization
for Clarity
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Crowd Sourcing and Public Engagemant e
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o Simple Q&A format: users type PR SRR
what they see in the image

o Helps assemble clean data
fields for proposals

e Open Source & Open Data




