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Honorable Members of the Committee, 

I am Yongmi Kwon, presenting on behalf of Open Net Association and Legal Initiative for 

Vietnam. 

Despite repeated concluding observations, the Government of Viet Nam has failed to align 

its legal framework with the Covenant. Instead, it continues to suppress freedom of expression 

and the right to privacy through vague, overbroad, and disproportionately enforced laws. 

Peaceful political dissent is criminalized under the Penal Code, which uses ambiguous terms 

such as “acting against the government” or “abusing democratic freedoms.” Over 160 

individuals, including peaceful activists, journalists, and even ordinary social media users have 

been imprisoned — some for up to 20 years. Such repression contradicts the Committee’s 

General Comment No. 34 and seriously undermines civic participation. 

Viet Nam also operates an expansive administrative censorship regime. Under its 

cybersecurity legislation, platforms are compelled to remove so-called “illegal” content — 

often political criticism — within 24 hours, without any independent judicial oversight. In 2022 

alone, over 10,000 items were removed and over 2,700 websites were blocked at the 

government’s request. 

The right to privacy is also under serious threat. Authorities are empowered to collect and 

process personal data without consent under vague justifications such as “regulatory purposes.” 

There is no independent oversight, no judicial authorization, and no effective remedy for 

individuals. Compounding this, mandatory real-name registration for social media users has 

erased online anonymity, further chilling public discourse and dissent.  

This legal framework fosters a pervasive climate of fear, deterring legitimate expression and 

eroding core rights protected by the Covenant. It is not sufficient for the State party to claim 

that their measures are “in accordance with law” when those laws themselves are incompatible 

with international obligations. 

We implore the Committee to review our submission and recommend that the Government 

of Viet Nam undertake meaningful legal reform in line with the Covenant. 

Thank you. 


