Vietnam's Steady Steps Towards
Digital Authoritarianism




Vietnamese government has a long history of criminalization free speech. Starting with the
Ordinance on punishing counterrevolution crimes issued by the National Assembly’s Standing

Committee and signed into law by then-president Ho Chi Minh in 1967, the VCP has consistently
maintained a number of criminal provisions targeting dissidents in the 1985 and 1999 Penal Codes.

The current Penal Code - which replaces the 1999 code - inherits the same legal tendency and
consists of three provisions that apply to all forms of speech, including the online one.




CRIMINALIZATION OF ONLINE DISSENT VOICES













\_Vhat is the 2018 Cybersecurity Law

unfettered control



https://www.economica.vn/Content/files/LAW%2520%2526%2520REG/Law%25%252020on%2520Cyber%2520Security%25202018.pdf




How has the Cybersecurity Law been used?




www.luatkhoa.org www.thevietnamese.org
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The 2018 Cybersecurity Law is now being used
with other Penal Codes to Imprison Dissents




Vietnam Deploys Cybersecurity Law to Fine Social Media Users

Vietnamese Miss World model fined for
soclal media 'insults’

Southeast Asian nation is closing off internet while opening up supply chains




INTERNET SHUTDOWN




INTERNET SHUTDOWN (cont.)




PRIVACY AND SURVEILLANCE




Data Retention and Localization




Anonymity restriction




Warrantless Surveillance







Internet Freedom needs to be saved in Vietnam




